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Contrary to the rest of the country, here is Modiin “every day is Hanukkah”![1] Here in our Beit Midrash in the city of Modiin, we light the legacy menorah of Judah Maccabee and the Hashmonaim throughout the entire year. The menorah is placed at the entrance to the Beit Midrash, on the outside, and its light shines inwards, into the Beit Midrash, and outwards.
1. The first candle in this menorah is the Candle of Torah.
It is the middle candle, which the rest of the candles face and from whose strength the rest of the candles shine. This is the candle of the holy menorah, which produces the light of the Torah – “For the commandment is a candle, and the teaching is light”[2]. The menorah is placed at the entrance to the Beit Midrash, on the outside, and its light – the light of Torah – shines inwards into the Beit Midrash, calling upon all who sit there to devote themselves to a quality and demanding learning of Torah, and to rise and become leading Torah scholars. This same menorah shines outwards, producing a warm, penetrating light, which spreads through the streets into houses and hearts. This candle, in its variety of colors, is in memory of the Beit Midrash of Judah Maccabee the Cohen, the great teacher, instructor of Torah. By lighting this candle, we thank Hashem for being privileged to restore Torah to its former status, and for enabling us to be “dwellers of the Beit Midrash”. We pray “may we and our offspring… together, know Your Name and study Your Torah for the sake of fulfilling Your desire”.
2. The second candle is the Candle of Bravery.
The bravery that is molded in our Beit Midrash; the Jewish bravery of army tents that is molded in the tents of Torah. Jewish bravery from those days that continues in these times. The Jewish bravery that does not stem from physical strength, but rather from the strength of the faith and the power of the soul, “Not by might, nor by power, but by My spirit, said the Lord”[3]. The light of bravery in the Beit Midrash, which molds the brave hero who when necessary, goes out to fight and protect Israel. This candle, in its variety of colors, is in memory of the bravery of Judah Maccabee and his students, dwellers of the Beit Midrash, who when needed, went out to defend their people, their Torah, and their land. They led the victory over the Greek empire, and severely undermined the Greek army – the most advanced army of the time – with only a small force and meager weapons. The secret of their bravery was in their spirit: “And Judah said: It is an easy matter for many to be shut up in the hands of a few, and there is no difference in the sight of the God of heaven to deliver with a great multitude or with a small company. For the success of war is not in the multitude of the army, but strength cometh from heaven… But we will fight for our lives and our laws”[4]. By lighting this candle, we thank Hashem “who girds Israel with might” for “it is He that gives us power to succeed”[5].
3. The third candle is the Candle of Revival.
This same national revival of Am Yisrael in its historic country, which made its symbol the menorah from the Beit HaMikdah and the olive branches to symbolize the essentiality of the spirit and the legacy in our national revival. Lighting the candle expresses our faith that establishing the Yeshiva in the city is an essential stage in the overall process of building the rejuvenating, future city. This candle, in its variety of colors, reminds us that this city is built on the remains of Judah Maccabee’s city. The Yeshiva is a significant stage in building the city, and a link connecting the city of the future with Judah Maccabee’s religious legacy. By lighting this candle, we thank Hashem that we are fortunate to be part of building a city in Israel, and making the bracha “Metziv Gvul Almana” (setting a border for a widow).
4. The fourth candle is the Candle of Leadership and Command.
This is the same leadership we aspire to form in our Beit Midrash. Leadership of humility and dedication, of bearing the burden of the public, and of leading moves necessary for the nation and the generation. This leadership is also expressed in command and leadership in army tents. This candle, in its variety of colors, is in memory of the leadership of Judah Maccabee and his brothers, who led Am Yisrael in a move unprecedented in history. Their leadership recruited the people to a battle that seemed hopeless at first. The Hashmonaim were not graduates of military command and leadership academies, and had no combat training; their only training was of Cohanim working in Beit HaMikdash. Despite this, they succeeded in fooling a modern army, and defeated it time and time again. By lighting this candle, we pray to Hashem and request: “May it be Hashem’s will to strengthen us”[6] and give us the strength to bear the burden, and be inspired by the leadership of the Hashmonaim for the leadership in our generation.
5. The fifth candle is the Candle of Bringing Hearts Closer.
Building bridges to bring hearts closer and bring about unity among the various sectors in the population. This candle, in its variety of colors, is in memory of Judah Maccabee and his brothers who succeeded in unifying and bringing people closer together in troubled times of difficult decrees, calling out loud: “We are brothers, all sons of one father”[7]. By lighting this candle, we pray to Hashem and request: “Bless us our Father, all of us as one, in the light of Your Presence”[8]. “On the contrary, place in our hearts the ability to see only the good in our friends and not their shortcomings! May we speak to each other in a way that is straight and desirable in Your eyes. May there be no hatred between friends, Heaven forbid” (R' Elimelech of Lizhensk).
6. The sixth candle is the Candle of Return.
The return to ourselves and our roots, our heritage, and our culture. The same return each of us yearns for in his private circle, and as a Beit Midrash in Eretz Yisrael, we yearn for everyone to return to our ancient heritage and culture. This candle, in its variety of colors, is in memory of Judah Maccabee and his brothers who were “followers of the Supreme, without whom Israel would have forgotten the Torah and Mitzvot”[9]. While “The wicked kingdom of Greeks stood against Your people Israel, to cause them to forget Your Torah and cause them to pass from the laws of Your will”[10], they succeeded in leading a move unprecedented in its scope, of bringing back a people captivated by the magic of the Greek culture, and due to their efforts, the nation returned to the heritage of its forefathers. By lighting this candle, we pray to Hashem and request: “Cause us to return, our Father, to Your Torah; draw us near, our King, to Your service; and bring us back to You in whole-hearted repentance”[11]. We also request that he bestow upon us the strength to be inspired by the actions of the Hashmonaim to bring hearts closer to the heritage of the forefathers.
7. The seventh candle is the Candle of Redemption and Kibutz Galuyot (gathering the Diaspora).
The light of the future Geula (redemption) and Return to Zion. The same marvelous return of “boys to their borders”, one of the clearest signs of Geula, which we aspire to be part of in our Beit Midrash. This return “from the four corners of the earth into our land”[12] of valuable Aliyah from the Diaspora, of setting roots in the country of our forefathers, is what we hope will become the symbol of the city of Modiin, the city of those following the footsteps and heritage of Judah Maccabee. This candle, in its variety of colors, is in memory of Judah Maccabee and his brothers who, with their dedication, took part in the redemption of their people and in setting roots in their country, as is written in the Book of Maccabees: “We have neither taken other men's land, neither do we hold that which is other men's: but the inheritance of our fathers, which was for some time unjustly possessed by our enemies. But we having opportunity claim the inheritance of our fathers.[13]” Due to their actions, “the kingship returned to Israel for more than two hundred years” (Rambam, beginning of Hanukkah laws). By lighting this candle, we pray to Hashem to help us reach the day in which the divine voice will be heard shattering on mountain tops: “Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee… And nations shall walk at thy light, and kings at the brightness of thy rising”[14]. And then we will be fortunate that the following will happen to us: “Lift up thine eyes round about, and see: they all are gathered together, and come to thee; thy sons come from far, and thy daughters are borne on the side”[15]. “May You shine a new light on Zion, and may we all speedily merit its light.”[16]
8. The eighth candle is the Candle of Community
The extended community of the city of Modiin, which is growing and being built at an overwhelming rate, and has a special illuminating radiance. This candle, in its variety of colors, expresses the warmth and hope that exists in the establishment of a new community, which will learn from the past experiences in other places, and take advantage of all the possibilities to formulate proper frameworks from the start. By lighting this candle, we thank Hashem for being fortunate enough to join this community and be part of it, contribute to it from our uniqueness and receive from it humbly. This is an encouraging and loving community, and we thank it every day for its support.
9. The ninth candle, the Shamash, is the Candle of the Miracle and Hashgacha Pratit (personal providence).
This same personal providence that stands by us and assists us in achieving the vision included in the rest of the candles: to re-establish Judah Maccabee’s Beit Midrash in the rejuvenated city of Modiin. This candle, in its variety of colors, is in memory of the miracles and the special Hashgacha Pratit Judah Maccabee was granted in the war of the few vs. the many, which led to them instituting “these eight days of Chanukah to give thanks and praise to Your great Name”[17]. By lighting this candle, we thank Hashem “for the miracles, for the redemption, for the mighty deeds, for the saving acts, and for the wonders which You have wrought for our ancestors in those days, at this time”[18] and for his miracles “which are with us daily”[19]; and we pray: “So may You continue to give us life and sustain us, and gather our exiles to the courtyards of Your sanctuary, to observe Your decrees, to do Your will, and to serve You wholeheartedly. We thank You for inspiring us to thank You, blessed is the God of thanks givings”[20].


[1] The article was initially published on Hanukkah 5768 in the Yeshiva’s leaflet for the community, and appeared on the website “DatiLi” with slight changes at the same time. Here we wanted to point out the goals of our Beit Midrash, which shine inside and outside, and the article is brought with slight changes.

[2] Mishlei 6,23

[3] Zechariah 4,6

[4] Maccabees I, 3,18-21

[5] Dvarim 8,18

[6] Birkat HaMazon

[7] Taanit 18a

[8] Shemoneh Esreh

[9] Ramban, Breishit 49,10

[10] Al HaNissim

[11] Shemoneh Esreh

[12] Shemoneh Esreh

[13] Maccabees I, 15,33-34

[14] Isaiah 60,1-3

[15] Isaiah 60,4

[16] Shacharit

[17] Al HaNissim

[18] Al HaNissim

[19] Shemoneh Esreh

[20] Shemoneh Esreh




