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The Gemara tells a story that, more than any other, expresses the bravery of the Hasmoneans, which itself was rooted in a sense of holiness and in the Beit Ha-Mikdash:
It was taught in a beraita: Yochanan the Kohein Gadol heard a heavenly voice (bat kol) coming from the Holy of Holies, saying: “the young men who went to wage war against Antiochus were victorious." (Sotah 33a)
Rashi explains:
"The young men who waged war” – the young Hasmonean priests went out to war against the Greeks before Yom Kippur, and they fought on Yom Kippur itself. Yochanan heard this heavenly voice while he was performing Yom Kippur service. 
On the holiest day of the Jewish calendar, the young Hasmonean priests waged war, and were victorious. Alongside the Temple service to achieve atonement for the Jewish people, these young priests were defending the very physical existence of the Jewish people. In the Holy of Holies, the place where one rises to the highest levels of spirituality, the message of their victory was sounded, right in the middle of the holiest of services, by a divine voice. This description best characterizes the immense source of the Hasmoneans’ power. It also best demonstrates the possibility of integrating or merging disparate parts.
Yehuda said: It is an easy matter for many to be delivered in the hands of the few. There is no difference, in the eyes of God of heaven, between winning with a great multitude and with a small company, for the success of war is not in the size of the army. Rather, strength comes from heaven… We will fight for our lives and our Torah. (I Maccabees 3:18-21)
Elsewhere as well (I Maccabees 15:33), Yehuda’s brother Shimon reinforces their faith by justifying their path:
We have not taken other men's land or hold that which belong to others – only the inheritance of our fathers, which was for some time unjustly possessed by our enemies. When we had the opportunity, we reclaimed the inheritance of our fathers.
Even the call to war and the battle cry constitute expressions of the unique spirit that combines readiness for war with reinforced faith and spirit:
After these words, they were greatly encouraged and resolved even to die for the Torah and their land. He appointed his brothers Shimon, Yosef [possibly Yochanan and possibly Yosef ben Zechariah], and Yonatan to head each division of his army… when he gave the battle cry, “Salvation is God’s” (La-shem Ha-yeshu’a), he stood at the head of the first division and joined the battle. (II Maccabees 8:21-23)
It further states:
So the camp removed and encamped on the south side of Emmaus. Yehuda said: Gird yourselves, and be valiant men. Be ready in the morning to fight these nations that are assembled against us to destroy us and our sanctuary. For it is better for us to die in battle than to see evil against our nation and our Temple. What heaven wants shall be done. (I Maccabees 3:57-60

Rav Tzvi Yehuda Kook, the son of Rav Avraham Yitzchak Kook, explained a statement of his father as follows:
In an ideal situation, there is integration and harmony between the "seed of man"… – which symbolizes spirituality – and "the seed of animals"… Under perfect conditions there is a spiritual strength, a grandness of spirit, that combines with physical vigor and power… The Hasmonean era is the source… the light of the Hasmoneans shattered into fragments, but in the future it will be reconsolidated, when the Jewish people gather again to return to their land. Now, with the return of Jewish people from the exile to the land of Israel, the Torah is returning home, and the scattered sparks of the light of the Maccabees are being collected into a great light. The Jewish people are progressing step by step towards physical and spiritual independence. ("Ohr HaMaccabim", in Kinyan Torah [summaries of lectures by R. Tzvi Yehuda Kook], p. 96)

